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California produced 23.5 million tons
of vegetables and melons in 1997, 3% less
than in 1996. Total value of vegetable pro-
duction was $5.88 billion, up 11% from
1996.

The Golden State continues to lead
the nation in vegetables and melons, ac-
counting for 34% of the harvested acres,

53% of the production, and 52% of
the total value.

Summary of
Vegetable and Melon Crops

The vegetable and melon estimates in-
clude commercial production, excluding
garden production and vegetables grown
for seed. Prices for processing crops and
processed segments of dual utilization
crops are based upon equivalent returns
at the processing plant door.

Pricing for fresh market sales is on a
packed and loaded basis (F.O.B. shipping
point.)

Californ
ia

• California is the nation’s number one producer
of processed tomatoes - supplying 90% of all
the tomatoes produced in the U.S.

• Every American consumes almost 80 pounds of
tomatoes every year.

• Tomatoes are the ripened ovary of a seed plant, therefore
defined as a fruit.

• The Italian name for tomato, poma amoris, means “love apple.”

• More than half the world’s processed tomatoes are produced in California.

Did you know…
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Vegetables and Melons: Fresh Market and Dual Usage Crops, 1988-97

Crop Crop Year
Harvested
Acreage

Average
Yield Production

Cwt. Dollars

Value
Per Cwt. 1

Acres

Total
Value

$1,0001,000 Cwt.
Artichokes 2 1992 9,600 115 1,104 39.40 43,447

1993 8,300 110 913 50.10 45,762
1994 8,500 130 1,105 55.70 61,577
1995 8,900 92 819 75.70 61,965
1996 8,900 100 890 73.50 65,416
1997 9,100 95 865 78.20 67,620

Asparagus 1988 40,100 29 1,163 71.70 83,431
1989 37,500 29 1,088 66.20 71,978
1990 35,900 29 1,041 68.00 70,833
1991 33,500 28 938 78.10 73,258
1992 34,000 29 986 92.70 91,386
1993 32,100 29 931 94.70 88,177
1994 30,200 33 997 102.00 101,694
1995 28,000 28 784 117.00 91,728
1996 29,000 26 754 85.80 64,691
1997 30,100 27 813 115.00 93,224

Beans, Snap 2 1992 6,900 90 621 27.40 17,015
Fresh Market 1993 7,300 80 584 49.90 29,142

1994 7,500 70 525 57.20 30,030
1995 7,000 100 700 50.20 35,140
1996 6,500 90 585 47.80 27,963
1997 6,300 100 630 52.30 32,949

Broccoli 1988 — — 9,167 23.90 219,091
Fresh Market 1989 — — 9,792 20.40 199,757

1990 — — 9,113 22.30 203,220
1991 — — 8,560 21.60 184,896
1992 — — 9,625 23.50 226,188
1993 — — 8,625 26.20 225,975
1994 — — 11,320 28.10 318,092
1995 — — 12,735 30.60 362,948
1996 — — — — —
1997 — — — — —

Broccoli 1988 — — 2,460 19.10 46,863
Processing 1989 — — 2,400 18.40 44,160

1990 — — 2,100 19.80 41,475
1991 — — 1,560 19.70 30,654
1992 — — 1,530 19.30 29,529
1993 — — 1,140 19.20 21,888
1994 — — 1,221 19.30 23,546
1995 — — 2,050 19.10 31,324
1996 — — — — —
1997 — — — — —

Broccoli 1988 101,100 115 11,627 22.90 265,954
Total 1989 101,600 120 12,192 20.00 243,917

1990 97,500 115 11,213 21.80 244,695
1991 88,000 115 10,120 21.30 215,550
1992 97,000 115 11,155 22.90 255,717
1993 93,000 105 9,765 25.40 247,863
1994 104,500 120 12,540 27.20 341,638
1995 115,000 125 14,375 27.40 394,272
1996 120,000 120 14,440 26.50 382,225
1997 123,000 130 15,990 28.10 449,045

Brussels Sprouts 2 1992 3,500 160 560 30.50 17,104
1993 5,000 160 800 31.00 24,761
1994 3,500 180 630 24.60 15,471
1995 3,400 165 561 25.70 14,390
1996 3,800 180 684 29.40 20,120
1997 4,200 150 630 42.50 26,800

Cabbage 2 1992 11,500 335 3,853 9.64 37,143
Fresh Market 1993 12,000 360 4,320 13.70 59,184

1994 10,000 385 3,850 13.40 51,590
1995 10,000 370 3,700 15.50 57,350
1996 10,000 350 3,500 12.60 44,100
1997 11,500 355 4,083 15.00 61,245

1 The processed price is based on equivalent returns at the processing plant door. The fresh market price is on a packed and loaded basis, F.O.B. shipping point.
2 Program initiated for 1992.
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Carrots 3 1988 — — 12,022 13.00 156,286
Fresh Market 1989 — — 14,675 13.70 201,048

1990 — — 15,852 11.20 177,542
1991 — — 14,240 14.00 199,360
1992 — — 14,940 13.90 207,666
1993 51,200 300 15,400 11.10 170,940
1994 46,000 360 16,560 12.70 210,312
1995 55,000 290 15,950 16.60 264,770
1996 66,000 300 19,800 13.60 269,280
1997 70,900 360 25,524 13.30 339,469

Carrots 3 1988 — — 1,520 4.18 6,346
Processing 1989 — — 2,515 3.23 8,136

1990 — — 2,100 4.25 8,925
1991 — — 2,000 4.78 9,550
1992 — — 2,160 4.35 9,396
1993 6,800 294 2,000 4.85 9,700
1994 4,100 618 2,532 3.81 9,635
1995 5,500 462 2,542 3.64 9,254
1996 4,300 670 2,880 3.02 8,698
1997 2,700 641 1,730 3.28 5,666

Carrots 1988 51,100 265 13,542 12.00 162,632
Total 1989 57,300 300 17,190 12.20 209,184

1990 56,100 320 17,952 10.40 186,467
1991 56,000 290 16,240 12.90 208,910
1992 60,000 285 17,100 12.70 217,062
1993 58,000 300 17,400 10.40 180,640
1994 50,100 381 19,092 11.50 219,947
1995 60,500 301 18,492 14.80 274,024
1996 70,300 323 22,680 12.26 277,978
1997 73,600 370 27,254 12.66 345,135

Cauliflower 1988 — — 5,340 27.60 147,384
Fresh Market 1989 — — 5,378 27.80 149,508

1990 — — 5,506 24.80 136,549
1991 — — 5,110 26.40 134,904
1992 — — 4 4 4

1993 — — 4 4 4

1994 — — 4 4 4

1995 — — 4 4 4

1996 — — 4 4 4

1997 — — 4 4 4

Cauliflower 1988 — — 900 15.70 14,130
Processing 1989 — — 660 17.50 11,550

1990 — — 650 25.20 16,380
1991 — — 350 29.00 10,150
1992 — — 4 4 4

1993 — — 4 4 4

1994 — — 4 4 4

1995 — — 4 4 4

1996 — — 4 4 4

1997 — — 4 4 4

Cauliflower 1988 48,000 130 6,240 25.90 161,514
Total 1989 52,500 115 6,038 26.70 161,058

1990 51,300 120 6,156 24.80 152,929
1991 42,000 130 5,460 26.60 145,054
1992 42,000 130 5,460 28.40 155,001
1993 43,000 125 5,375 29.60 159,245
1994 42,000 130 5,460 28.30 154,594
1995 40,700 125 5,088 33.60 171,045
1996 40,000 140 5,600 33.20 180,140
1997 41,200 130 5,356 30.20 161,497

Celery 1988 20,300 654 13,277 11.10 147,740
1989 21,800 670 14,612 12.70 184,842
1990 24,800 597 14,812 10.80 159,999
1991 20,900 670 14,003 10.30 143,739
1992 23,500 670 15,750 12.10 190,445
1993 24,500 640 15,680 14.70 230,545
1994 24,500 630 15,435 12.60 194,181
1995 24,500 700 17,150 16.60 283,894
1996 23,600 720 16,992 10.70 181,078
1997 23,900 690 16,491 15.10 249,356

Vegetables and Melons: Fresh Market and Dual Usage Crops, 1988-97 (cont.)

Crop Crop Year
Harvested
Acreage

Average
Yield Production

Cwt. Dollars

Value
Per Cwt. 1

Acres

Total
Value

$1,0001,000 Cwt.

1 The processed price is based on equivalent returns at the processing plant door. The fresh market price is on a packed and loaded basis, F.O.B. shipping point.
3 Fresh market and processed acreage separated starting in 1993.
4 Information unavailable due to disclosure.
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Corn, Sweet 1988 18,000 90 1,620 15.10 24,462
Fresh Market 1989 17,500 115 2,013 16.10 32,409

1990 20,000 95 1,900 16.70 31,730
1991 16,300 120 1,956 16.30 31,883
1992 18,500 130 2,405 16.00 38,480
1993 20,000 140 2,800 17.80 49,840
1994 21,600 140 3,024 18.30 55,339
1995 22,300 150 3,345 18.70 62,552
1996 24,100 155 3,736 17.60 65,754
1997 27,000 145 3,915 16.80 65,772

Cucumbers 2 1992 4,500 300 1,350 28.30 38,205
Fresh Market 1993 5,600 250 1,400 27.10 37,940

1994 5,000 250 1,250 24.90 31,125
1995 5,200 315 1,638 25.90 42,424
1996 6,000 330 1,980 28.20 55,836
1997 5,700 315 1,796 23.50 42,206

Garlic 2 1992 23,000 165 3,795 27.10 102,854
1993 26,000 160 4,160 31.80 132,470
1994 27,000 170 4,590 40.10 183,852
1995 28,000 165 4,620 30.50 140,700
1996 35,000 175 6,125 32.10 196,333
1997 37,000 150 5,550 47.10 261,519

Lettuce 1988 166,700 310 51,677 12.20 630,459
Head 1989 168,400 340 57,256 11.70 669,895

1990 162,200 345 55,959 12.20 682,700
1991 152,000 335 50,920 11.80 600,856
1992 147,000 360 52,920 13.00 687,960
1993 141,000 360 50,760 16.50 837,540
1994 145,000 330 47,850 14.60 698,610
1995 144,000 295 42,480 25.00 1,062,000
1996 135,500 350 47,425 15.40 730,345
1997 141,000 350 49,350 19.20 947,520

Lettuce 1992 32,000 215 6,880 22.40 154,112
Leaf 2 1993 35,000 205 7,175 27.70 198,748

1994 33,000 225 7,425 28.10 208,643
1995 35,000 210 7,350 31.90 234,465
1996 36,000 210 7,560 25.10 189,756
1997 35,700 210 7,497 25.40 190,424

Lettuce 1992 15,500 300 4,650 18.10 84,165
Romaine 2 1993 19,000 280 5,320 18.60 98,952

1994 21,000 280 5,880 21.40 125,832
1995 23,000 280 6,440 24.40 157,136
1996 23,500 275 6,463 18.60 120,212
1997 24,000 265 6,360 17.80 113,208

Melons 1988 84,000 140 11,760 15.45 181,692
Cantaloupe 1989 80,800 190 15,352 12.60 193,435

1990 90,200 150 13,530 9.20 124,476
1991 — — — — —
1992 64,000 180 11,520 14.00 161,280
1993 65,000 190 12,350 15.30 188,955
1994 59,300 190 11,267 15.90 179,145
1995 59,300 200 11,860 17.30 205,178
1996 59,000 220 12,980 17.90 232,342
1997 65,500 220 14,410 17.60 253,616

Honeydew 1988 21,300 170 3,621 13.10 47,435
1989 21,300 190 4,047 11.80 47,755
1990 19,000 180 3,420 15.80 54,036
1991 18,200 140 2,548 15.60 39,749
1992 17,500 180 3,150 13.00 40,950
1993 16,500 160 2,640 16.70 44,088
1994 18,100 155 2,806 16.10 45,177
1995 18,100 160 2,896 18.70 54,155
1996 20,300 170 3,451 16.50 56,942
1997 23,200 200 4,640 18.60 86,304

 Watermelon 2 1992 15,000 400 6,000 8.72 52,320
1993 17,500 420 7,350 8.04 59,094
1994 16,700 430 7,181 9.91 71,164
1995 17,200 370 6,364 14.30 91,005
1996 17,100 440 7,524 10.50 79,002
1997 18,200 450 8,190 10.90 89,271

Vegetables and Melons: Fresh Market and Dual Usage Crops, 1988-97 (cont.)

Crop Crop Year
Harvested
Acreage

Average
Yield Production

Cwt. Dollars

Value
Per Cwt. 1

Acres

Total
Value

$1,0001,000 Cwt.

1 The processed price is based on equivalent returns at the processing plant door. The fresh market price is on a packed and loaded basis, F.O.B. shipping point.
2 Program initiated for 1992.
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Crop Crop Year
Harvested
Acreage

Cwt. Dollars

Value
Per Cwt. 1

Acres

Total Value

$1,0001,000 Cwt.

Vegetables and Melons: Fresh Market and Dual Usage Crops, 1988-97 (cont.)

Mushrooms (Agaricus) 1988 501 2,248 1,126 97.90 110,189
1989 529 2,440 1,291 100.00 129,457
1990 545 2,440 1,330 96.00 127,701
1991 532 2,453 1,305 97.60 127,446
1992 488 2,498 1,219 99.40 121,208
1993 528 2,434 1,285 101.00 129,866
1994 501 2,475 1,240 105.57 130,911
1995 503 2,682 1,349 104.37 140,796
1996 514 2,549 1,310 108.92 142,642
1997 523 2,489 1,302 119.52 155,554

Onions 1988 8,500 390 3,315 9.71 32,189
Spring 1989 7,700 400 3,080 11.30 34,804

1990 8,500 420 3,570 11.10 39,627
1991 8,000 395 3,160 18.00 56,880
1992 9,000 400 3,600 11.80 42,480
1993 7,500 440 3,300 18.00 59,400
1994 6,700 440 2,948 8.02 23,643
1995 7,500 440 3,300 14.00 46,200
1996 7,200 380 2,736 9.80 26,813
1997 7,200 445 3,204 14.30 45,817

Onions 1988 28,800 365 10,512 5.69 58,193
Summer 5 1989 27,000 375 10,125 7.54 74,867

1990 30,500 380 11,590 7.49 85,067
1991 28,600 370 10,582 7.06 73,510
1992 27,500 375 10,313 8.26 82,946
1993 33,000 395 13,035 8.04 102,268
1994 31,000 410 12,710 6.29 78,354
1995 30,500 415 12,658 7.17 88,985
1996 31,000 430 13,330 7.71 100,736
1997 29,000 440 12,760 7.84 98,052

Onions 1988 37,300 371 13,827 6.67 90,382
Total 5 1989 34,700 381 13,205 8.43 109,671

1990 39,000 389 15,160 8.35 124,694
1991 36,600 375 13,742 9.61 130,390
1992 36,500 381 13,913 9.20 125,426
1993 40,500 403 16,335 10.10 161,668
1994 37,700 415 15,658 6.62 101,997
1995 38,000 420 15,958 8.61 135,185
1996 38,200 421 16,066 7.94 127,549
1997 36,200 441 15,964 9.01 143,869

Peppers, Bell 2 1992 20,000 285 5,700 18.30 104,470
1993 18,500 300 5,550 26.90 149,057
1994 20,500 290 5,945 25.60 152,287
1995 24,000 290 6,960 27.10 188,523
1996 25,500 300 7,650 22.70 173,506
1997 25,000 300 7,500 25.40 190,342

Spinach 2 1992 7,000 205 1,435 18.20 26,117
Fresh Market 1993 6,000 215 1,290 31.00 39,990

1994 5,800 205 1,189 30.80 36,621
1995 7,000 180 1,260 34.50 43,470
1996 7,000 150 1,050 30.90 32,445
1997 7,100 175 1,243 30.50 37,912

Tomatoes 1988 37,500 245 9,188 29.90 274,721
Fresh Market 1989 38,400 260 9,984 24.00 239,616

1990 38,000 255 9,690 28.20 273,258
1991 40,000 235 9,400 25.00 235,000
1992 36,000 280 10,080 34.10 343,728
1993 37,500 270 10,125 26.30 266,288
1994 40,000 275 11,000 24.80 272,800
1995 38,000 270 10,260 18.70 191,862
1996 37,400 280 10,472 24.80 259,706
1997 40,800 285 11,628 27.00 313,956

1 The processed price is based on equivalent returns at the processing plant door. The fresh market price is on a packed and loaded basis, F.O.B. shipping point.
2 Program initiated for 1992.
5 Onion production includes quantity harvested, but not marketed because of loss during storage (shrinkage): 1988 — 280,000 cwt., 1989 — 200,000 cwt., 1990 —
234,000 cwt., 1991 — 174,000 cwt., 1992 — 275,000 cwt., 1993 — 313,000 cwt., 1994 — 248,000 cwt., 1995 — 253,000 cwt., 1996 — 270,000 cwt., 1997 —
258,000 cwt. Storage loss amounts are excluded when computing total value.

Average
Yield Production
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Vegetables and Melons: Processing Crops, 1988-97

Crop Crop Year
Harvested
Acreage

Average
Yield Production First

Delivery Point

Tomatoes 1988 226,100 28.96 6,547,860 48.20 58.90 385,669
For Processing 1989 276,500 31.05 8,585,330 55.50 68.30 586,378

1990 310,000 30.02 9,306,200 55.20 66.30 617,001
1991 312,000 31.71 9,893,520 52.90 64.70 640,111
1992 240,000 33.05 7,932,000 46.10 56.40 447,365
1993 274,000 32.67 8,951,580 48.30 59.10 529,038
1994 311,000 34.56 10,748,160 50.90 61.00 655,638
1995 317,000 33.46 10,606,820 54.00 62.30 660,805
1996 313,000 34.06 10,660,780 53.50 61.10 651,374
1997 260,000 35.96 9,349,600 50.90 59.50 556,301

Cucumbers 1988 3,800 18.16 69,010 — 213.00 14,699
For Pickles 1989 4,300 12.20 52,460 — 247.00 12,958

1990 4,700 13.30 62,510 — 214.00 13,377
1991 4,200 13.01 54,640 — 230.00 12,567
1992 2,500 16.10 40,250 — 209.00 8,412
1993 4,200 10.24 43,010 — 192.00 8,258
1994 4,900 9.26 45,370 — 183.00 8,303
1995 5,200 8.10 42,120 — 383.00 16,132
1996 6,200 7.00 43,400 — 370.00 16,058
1997 4,200 7.19 30,200 — 296.00 8,939

Tons Dollars

Processing
Plant Door

Acres

Total
Value

$1,000

Value Per Ton

Colusa 22,200 22,000 33.58 738,800
Sacramento 5,300 5,200 33.63 174,900
Solano 14,500 14,400 34.90 502,500
Sutter 16,000 14,700 33.46 491,800
Yolo 52,900 49,200 33.61 1,653,400
Fresno 95,500 92,700 38.41 3,560,800
Kern 2,300 2,000 36.75 73,500
Merced 10,900 10,400 37.40 389,000
San Joaquin 26,600 26,100 34.43 898,600
Stanislaus 13,000 13,000 38.31 498,000
Other Counties 2 10,800 10,300 35.76 368,300

State Total 270,000 260,000 35.96 9,349,600

Tomatoes for Processing by County, 1997 Crop

1 On the basis of Paid For Tonnage purchased from growers as reported by processors, dockage not included.
2 To avoid disclosure of individual operations, Other Counties include: Contra Costa, Kings, Madera, Monterey, San Benito, Santa Barbara, Santa Clara, Tulare, and
Ventura.

County

Acres
Planted

Contracted and Open Market

Harvested Per Acre Production 1

Tons

Miscellaneous 1988 249,098 — — — 692,478
Vegetables and Melons 6 1989 201,132 — — — 669,884

Fresh Market & 1990 219,350 — — — 711,961
Processing 1991 303,700 — — — 884,344

1992 131,118 — — — 347,442
1993 132,470 — — — 656,547
1994 122,084 — — — 827,313
1995 156,267 — — — 825,877
1996 176,475 — — — 936,000
1997 180,000 — — — 938,200

Vegetables and Melons: Fresh Market and Dual Usage Crops, 1988-97 (cont.)

Crop Crop Year
Harvested
Acreage

Average
Yield Production

Cwt. Dollars

Value
Per Cwt. 1

Acres

Total
Value

$1,0001,000 Cwt.

1 The processed price is based on equivalent returns at the processing plant door. The fresh market price is on a packed and loaded basis, F.O.B. shipping point.
6 Miscellaneous vegetables and melons include: Green lima beans for processing, oriental vegetables, green peas, chili peppers, squash, etc. The new crops added in
1992 are excluded from the 1992 to present miscellaneous totals. Miscellaneous figures come from County Agricultural Commissioners.
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Asparagus 1995 150.00 118.00 93.60 161.00 90.00 107.00 — — — — — —
1996 84.50 84.50 87.90 85.30 85.70 81.10 80.00 — — — — —
1997 161.00 140.00 116.00 104.00 92.40 154.00 — — — — — —

Broccoli 1995 23.50 21.40 19.50 21.80 27.10 21.10 21.60 18.50 38.60 37.00 57.70 46.00
1996 34.60 22.00 30.90 25.20 28.20 30.60 24.10 24.10 23.90 24.30 31.10 28.60
1997 36.80 27.80 25.90 24.20 23.10 30.30 27.50 23.30 31.20 40.70 27.00 30.20

Carrots 1995 18.90 16.80 18.60 19.40 19.20 15.20 14.60 14.60 14.60 15.30 15.50 12.60
1996 12.50 13.70 15.90 15.70 11.60 11.00 10.40 14.10 12.50 12.50 17.00 17.20
1997 14.90 14.60 13.30 12.50 12.50 12.60 12.50 12.50 12.50 12.50 12.30 16.90

Cauliflower 1995 31.40 31.50 53.90 68.40 47.70 37.60 26.70 34.20 25.40 21.10 22.60 33.20
1996 35.20 36.10 52.80 37.00 37.70 35.70 24.30 26.80 22.60 28.70 30.00 31.10
1997 29.60 33.80 32.60 27.70 20.70 31.20 38.90 22.90 34.50 49.30 27.60 28.90

Celery 1995 24.30 26.00 20.60 33.30 24.50 14.40 11.30 10.40 16.80 13.10 12.90 11.40
1996 7.90 8.50 12.20 11.60 8.90 11.50 11.10 9.20 10.80 9.30 12.40 13.40
1997 16.20 16.20 12.30 10.50 15.40 9.89 19.00 16.40 14.00 13.40 18.40 19.10

Sweet Corn 1995 — — — 21.20 19.90 19.00 19.70 15.50 16.10 22.30 20.90 26.00
1996 — — — 21.50 17.10 16.20 16.70 16.10 19.50 19.20 20.00 21.00
1997 — — — 20.30 18.80 14.90 15.80 14.90 16.50 18.20 19.80 19.70

Honeydew Melon 1995 — — — — 23.50 27.60 22.00 16.90 13.70 21.20 18.40 20.20
1996 — — — — 15.90 19.80 13.60 13.40 16.70 22.40 21.60 20.00
1997 — — — — 28.50 21.00 14.40 12.60 22.70 31.90 22.20 29.50

Head Lettuce 1995 14.20 9.87 41.20 48.50 48.50 15.60 12.50 16.50 25.90 15.00 11.60 12.20
1996 17.80 9.26 17.20 13.30 13.20 15.10 12.70 23.60 13.60 15.60 20.50 9.52
1997 15.20 10.00 13.80 15.80 10.50 14.70 17.00 22.80 22.30 35.10 29.40 14.00

Spring Onions 1995 — — — 18.60 15.60 9.30 11.40 — — — — —
1996 — — — 10.70 9.60 9.90 9.50 — — — — —
1997 — — — 16.60 12.60 15.50 14.10 — — — — —

Summer Onions 1995 25.00 25.00 25.00 — — — 11.40 9.50 12.10 14.10 15.00 17.50
1996 15.90 15.80 16.00 — — — 9.50 10.00 13.10 15.60 12.10 16.40
1997 19.60 14.60 — — — — 14.10 14.20 11.20 9.90 12.40 16.20

Tomatoes 1995 — — — — — 32.80 17.10 12.70 17.20 20.20 22.70 28.00
1996 — — — — 35.90 26.80 23.50 20.60 22.40 27.60 29.40 25.30
1997 — — — — 36.90 27.30 25.40 25.40 23.20 23.30 41.10 —

Crop

Vegetable Crops: 1995-97 Monthly Prices, Selected Fresh Market Vegetables1

Month
Crop
Year

Dollars Per Cwt.

Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May Jun. Jul. Aug. Sep. Oct. Nov. Dec.

1Prices are F.O.B. shipping point.

• Monterey County is known as
“The Salad Bowl of the World”
and produces over half of the
state’s lettuce.

Did you know…
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